IgM antitrophoblast antibodies in a patient with a pregnancy-associated lupuslike disorder, vasculitis, and recurrent intrauterine fetal demise.
We describe herein circulating IgM antitrophoblast antibodies in a patient with recurrent pregnancy-associated vasculitis and intrauterine fetal demise. The patient also exhibited a lupus anticoagulant. Direct and indirect immunofluorescence studies were carried out with the patient's placenta, normal placentas, the patient's serum, and normal serum controls. The antitrophoblast antibodies may have contributed further to the risk of intrauterine death, already known to be associated with lupus anticoagulants. More information about the frequency of such antibodies is desirable and could be obtained in similar cases by the methods discussed.